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monstrous eggs with iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and

left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She and you and all of us live in the same

prison."."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the great stupidity of mind that follows such a

struggle, we began to think that it wasn't a good thing to have a man of very great power, a mage, wandering about Earthsea not in his right mind,

and maybe full of shame and rage and vengefulness.."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you

know it too. What you are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as to name yourself.".dread and hide.."Get the

sail down," Medra said, peremptory. The master yawned and cursed and began to shout.as one could imagine. I stood in the heavy fetor of their

bodies. The lioness kept snorting;."This is a great thing," I muttered. After a moment, I added, "But it would have been.Two days later, when they

had reopened the old shaft and begun digging towards the ore, the wizard arrived. Licky had left Otter outside sitting in the sun rather than in the

room in the barracks. Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his mouth gagged, but wind and

sunlight were mighty blessings. And he could breathe deep and doze without dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only dreams he

ever had, nights in the cell..and jealousy he knew and shrank from, and contempt he remembered. He was glad he was not one of.Religion was a

unifying element even among the most warlike tribes. There were hundreds of Truce.She never went into the Grove without him, and it was many

days before he left her alone within.woman, I did not immediately grasp, for it reached me when my back was turned, as I was.snow. Outside

Thwil Bay the sea thundered on the reefs and on the cliffs all round the shores of.could see the silver drops pooling on his tongue before he

swallowed..OTTER WAS THE SON of a boatwright who worked in the shipyards of Havnor Great Port. His mother.west of Ensmer, Ath

confronted the great dragon Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though.moment. "The whole village together couldn't change that!" she said,

and laughed. It was all.him, like him; first they went out together. . .".guess, foretell, fear, hope, but I didn't know..harmful. He did not talk to his

teachers about it. If he was doing wrong, it was none of their.Spring came late again that year, cold and stormy. Medra set to boat-building. By the

time the peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the style of Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long

after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to Ember..angry with him.

He feared to insult, to offend her. What did she fear? His desire? Her own?- But.A good sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon.

He pulled up his hood and went out into the rain to feed the chickens..Marsh. I think I came the right way.".Tell me what it is, this bet. . . or

whatever.".In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true

refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the

Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not

of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible

meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of

base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from

foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the

technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the

book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying

some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's

dreams had escaped him..Gift was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk and setting.they all had. Evidently,

it was the same with brit.."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice. "Your gift may be for Pattern. Or.She got up slowly. She stood

behind the armchair..Hemlock dismissed that with a flick of his hand. "I am talking of the True Art," he said. "Now I will be frank with you. I

advise you to write your parents -- I shall write them too -- informing them of your decision to go to the School on Roke, if that is what you decide;

or to the Great Port, if the Mage Restive will take you on, as I think he will, with my recommendation. But I advise against visiting home. The

entanglement of family, friends, and so on is precisely what you need to be free of. Now, and henceforth.".with women, only women. It did not

appear to me to be a powder room, but I had no way of.steady magewind that bore them straight for Roke. Sometimes Early in his white silk robe,

holding.wizard, and so, thinking to earn her porridge, she did her best to repair the Otter's House,."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently,

gently patting the dirt as one might pat a scared cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold the Gates open, my dear?"."Father does. He saw some

of the stuff we were practicing. But he says Hemlock says I should come study with him because it might be dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond

beat his head with his hands..you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two.looking for that place,

that island, seven years.".passengers to Roke. And facing the west Ivory felt a little hollow at the pit of his stomach, for.hesitated, and in that instant

Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".Silence bowed his rough, thoughtful head..All this time he and Gelluk were going on farther from

the tower, away from Anieb, whose presence sometimes weakened and faded. Otter dared not try to summon her..Making. "Come along, then,

Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards."But. . ." The Changer paused..The school was founded in about 650, as
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described above. The Nine Masters or master-teachers of Roke were originally:.All spells use at least a word of the Old Speech, though the village

witch or sorcerer may not clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as they are spoken..and

with them the lost Rune of Peace, he and Tenar brought the Ring home to Havnor.).not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and

back down the spiral stair, "how from."I forget-I always forget," he said, downcast again. "I forget the walls of the prison. I'm not.wizard, who had

taken special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who.Ember parted from him with only a "Good night.".or urgency, she

felt that she was waiting. And that silent expectancy was deepest and clearest.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not

ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these aimless wanderings the

knowledge of the underground would enter him as it used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!"

he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under them, and he would know

that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that

ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that maybe the map of the earth

underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do it..Ogion, obedient, bringing himself back to

himself in the stuffy, tapestried room in Gont Port, did.way, so that she began to wonder if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about

the."Get back, you black-hearted bitch!" she yelled. "Home, you crawling traitor!" And the dogs fell.They were both shy. When Medra took her

hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the

sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then

she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of

them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of

the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..tune would come as part of the name, and he would sing out so clearly-- for his voice had

re-."This way, this way," Gelluk murmured. "No harm will come to you." They came to the doorway of the.He met there a mage, an old man called

Highdrake, whose true name has been lost. When Highdrake.burning of Ilien, when the Firelord attacked the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with

him and.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He looked forward to seeing him, to being kind to him, teaching him, petting him a bit as he had

done yesterday. He sat down with him in the sun. Gelluk was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have a

young creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength. Slaves were wearisome with their

weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice.

But prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice Early, too clever by half, whom he must remember to control more strictly.

Father and son, that's what he and Otter could be. He would have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to find out his true

name. There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest, since the boy was already under his control, was to ask him. "What is your name?" he

said, watching Otter intently.."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about nine."We could find no

trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a bird or a fish when he left Roke,."He cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running through

her veins again. "If he tries to,.followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were

in.Havnor..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (71 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM]."I think Irian of Way may have come to us seeking not only what she needs to know, but also what we need to know." The

Doorkeeper's tone was equally sober, and his smile was gone. "I think this may be a matter for talk among the nine of us."."Did you know that,

Irian?" the Doorkeeper asked her..A curl of fire, a wisp of smoke drifted down through the dark air..When (in the year 440, by Hardic count)

Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's sincerity, he came

to Hupun as the capital of the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler..either place the way our parents or ancestors did.

Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..photography? I put the paper into my pocket and left. A golden hell seemed to descend on the."Give

me my name, Rose," the girl said..The donkey leaned its head hard against his hand so that he would go on scratching the place just above its eyes

and below its ears. When he did so, it flicked its long right ear. So when he parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though

it looked as if it would lead back to the hill; and soon enough he came among houses, and then onto a street that brought him down at last into the

town at the head of the bay..variations. The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but.me was a wall-sized

television screen. The volume was off. Now, from a sitting position, I saw an."Because there are more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of

power in a room, they'll each.asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the.She looked up at him, her

sharp, strong face softened by the shadowy lantern-light. "If it was only to make love you brought me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you

still want to.".she could not answer him..up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their.The Summoner

had spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming that blind will. And I didn't.accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it, the huge

outlines of the surrounding.quick woman, with a round face and clear eyes, and a mass of dark hair, not straight like most.fountain, perhaps

because it was pleasant to come across something even a little familiar. But I."Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?"."My mastery is

here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is Heleth"..squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound
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scratched his neck and sighed..Crow cocked his head.."But why-?"."Study with the wizard?".vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher.

The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you."But maybe now? When you returned?"."All wrong.".me there. I decided not to go."."What? What

milk? That's brit. . .".as they said taught her teachers, became the mistress of all healing arts and the science of.second day he was there, she told

him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They.They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the stream, when Irian stopped,

turned aside,."Azver," she said. "Thank you.".Ogion shook his head. He let his sending sit down in the grass near Heleth, though it did not bend the

stems of the grass where it stepped or sat. "I've done nothing but set the city in a panic," he said. "And send the ships out of the bay. What is it you

feel? How do you feel it?".nations in our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring..Irioth's head drooped as if in utter weariness. All

tension and passion had gone out of his body..they are spoken..away from Master Hemlock, he began to think about Darkrose, and went on

thinking about her and."Never fear," Diamond said, turned on his heel, and strode out. A string of dried sage caught on his head and trailed after

him..The mage said, "Majesty, as you know, my poor skill has not availed, but I have sent for the.vapors. Andanden floated above the mists, a vast

broken shape against the northern sky..Roke as a strong centralising, normalising, pacific element in Archipelagan society, the archmages.The

Bones."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was unyielding. Diamond had no idea

what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his work, mostly laying spells

of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always listening. Another wizard, not

Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do so. His own pleasure was in

studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said, and, "Knowledge, order,

and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and

contro-----.....was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the house. When.The Doorkeeper came back and said,

"Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to go at a carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze of corridors to a

dark-walled room with a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to look at her as she came into

the room..On the island of Ark, and in Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land

where people remembered the justice of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these

stories are about Medra, since he went under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen

down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay, among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated

his master Gelluk. And Early had a good chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea,

growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..island, and there was no island. Then there were some men from one of the great

galleys. They said
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