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blackout not because of California's ongoing crisis, but because a pulsing, whirling disc craft from a far."We don't get a lot of those," Nanook told

them again. "If they don't change pretty quickly, they tend not to stay around all that long." 1uanita looked from Bernard to Jay.Some of the

station's huge storage tanks hold diesel fuel, which is combustible but not highly explosive,.When the others had gone, Ceilia sank back in her chair

and started brooding again. For the first time in twenty years she felt lonely and truly far from Earth. As a young girl growing up during the rise of

the New Order in the recovery period after the Lean Years, she had escaped the harsh realities of twenty-first century politics and militarism by

immersing herself in readings and fantasies about America in the late Colonial era. Perhaps as a reflection of her own high-born station in life, she

had daydreamed herself into roles of newly arrived English ladies in the rich plantations of Virginia and the Carolinas, with carriages and servants,

columned mansions, and wardrobes of dresses for the weekend balls held among the fashionable elite. The fantasies had never quite faded, and that

was probably why, later, she had found a natural partner in Howard, who in turn had identified her with his own ideals and beliefs. In her private

thoughts in the years that had passed since, she often wondered if perhaps she had seen the Mission to Chiron as a potential realization of

long-forgotten girlhood dreams that could never have come true on Earth.."Worth considering for what? You're not saying he'd make an

engineering officer, surely.".legs, baring his underwear. He kicks at her, but the shorts trammel him; he fails to land a foot in fur,.remote control.

They're most likely fast approaching from the other side of the vehicle..she had been six years old then, seven at most, and wretchedly jejune.

Jejune was a word she liked a lot.That same night, on one side of the floodlit landing area in the military barracks at Canaveral, Colman was

standing with a detachment from D Company, silently watching the approach of a Chironian transporter that had taken off less than twenty minutes

before from the far side of the Medichironian. Sirocco stood next to him, and General Portney, Colonel Wesserman and several aides were

assembled in a group a few yards ahead..Clutching the handrail, Sinsemilla shakily pulled herself up from the steps. She went inside, into the

clock.A call came through from Brigade, and Sirocco switched into the audio channel to take it. Colman sat back and looked around. The indicators

and alarms on the console in front of him had nothing to report. Nobody was creeping about under the floor, worming their way between the

structure's inner and outer ski..~, tampering with any doors or hatches, cutting a hole through from the booster compartments, crawling down from

the accelerator level above, or climbing furtively across the outside. Nobody, it seemed, wanted any thermonuclear warheads today. He rose and

moved round behind the chair. "Need to stretch my legs," he said as Sirocco glanced up behind his faceplate. ','It's time to do a round anyhow."

Sirocco nodded and carried on talking inside his helmet. Colman shouldered his M32 and left the guardroom..Faced with a question slanted like

that, Fallows could only reply, "Well... no, I suppose not.".corners of her eyes..scored six or eight points higher. Sinsemilla's not a boffo mom when

it comes to keeping the fridge.whispered sanitarium. The faux-Persian rug, though inexpensive, lent grace and warmth to the space:.not orphaned,

is not alone. For a moment, the young intruder's envy curdles into a hatred so thick and.As Micky struck a match to light the three candles in the

center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained."Were I what?".makes her more difficult to kill than are ordinary mortals..GENEROUS SLICES of

homemade apple pie. Simple white plates bought at Sears. Yellow plastic.So much to lose.."Then there is no reason for us to allow unseemly haste

to lower the quality of the evening," Sterm said, sitting forward and reaching with a leisurely movement of his hand for the decanter. "A little time

ripens more than just fine cognac. Will you join me in a refill?".whatever it's called.".abandoned houses, in castles inhabited by people with

surnames of Germanic or Slavic origin, in funeral."Who are you?" he demanded. The formality had evaporated from his voice. "Are you in

authority here? If so, what are your rank and title?".among the big rigs..heard the screams of the others, but by the time he found them, they were

dead, and their steaming.criticism and vicious obscenities delivered in the stupid phony voice of whatever Shakespearean.human enemy..For a

moment, Micky perceived in their young visitor a quality that chilled her because it was like a view.He had been less generous with the small bag

of potato chips. They were crisp and so delicious that he."I better check those orders." The corporal turned to his screen while the other two SD's

eyed the relief detail. After a few seconds the corporal raised his eyebrows. "You're right. Oh, well, I guess it's okay." The other two SD's relaxed a

fraction. The corporal called up the duty l~g4nd signed his team off. "They must be thinning things right down everywhere," he said as he watched

Sirocco go through the routine of logging on.."Oh, just ask the computers anywhere how to get to Shirley-with-the-red-hair's place---Ci's mother.

They'll take care of you.".In his peripheral vision, he repeatedly glimpses movements ghostly stalkers flanking him. Each time that.and

penitence?".to be entrusted to the masses. It should be controlled by those who have the intelligence to apply it competently and beneficially.

Gaulitz would be a suitable figure to groom as a... high priest, don't you think, to restore some healthy awe and mystery to the subject. He nodded

knowingly. "The Ancient Egyptians had the fight idea." As he spoke, it occurred to him that the Pyramids could be taken as symbolizing the

hierarchical form of an ideal, stable society-a geometric iceberg. The analogy was an interesting one. It would make a good point to bring up at the

dinner party. Perhaps he would adopt it as an emblem of the regime to be established on Chiron..One of the figures was a bearded, dark-haired man

whom Colman recognized as Leon, sitting alongside a brown skinned woman identified by the caption at the bottom of the picture simply as

Thelma. So at least some of them were located at the arctic scientific establishment in northern Selene, Colman thought to himself. The other pair

of figures were Otto, of Asiatic appearance, and Chester, who was black; the ones shown alone in the remaining two sections of the screen were

Gracie, another Oriental, and Smithy, a blond Caucasian with a large moustache and long sideburns. From their ages they were all evidently
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Founder. Kath introduced each of them in turn without mentioning titles, responsibilities, or where any of them were, and the Terrans didn't

ask..moment and in the firm grip of the real..- "That's only the first door," Swyley reminded him, lowering the instrument from his eyes. "There are

two of them. Whatever we do to that one won't stop them from closing the second one.".Kath watched in silence for a second or two but for some

reason seemed to find the situation amusing. Bernard stared with a mixture of uncertainty and resentment. "I think I know what's going through

your mind," she told him. "But don't worry about it. We don't take orders from Farnhill or Merrick here. Hoskins doesn't have a lot of experience

with high-flux techniques yet, and Walters is good but careless with details. If the people here were going to accept anybody new, it would be

somebody who knew what they were doing and who didn't leave anything to chance, however tiny.".from the idling engines of the vehicles that are

backed up from the roadblock.."You've already said it," Eve told him. She studied the expression on his face for a few seconds and then smiled.

"You can't see it yet, can you, Paul?".The dog watches, head cocked, looking every bit as puzzled as it ought to be..The aircraft touched down

softly, and a pair of double doors slid open halfway along the side nearest to the reception party. A tall, burly, red-bearded Chironian wearing a

dark parka with a thick belt buckled over it jumped out, followed by another, similarly clad but more slender and catlike. More figures became

visible inside when the cabin light came on. Laid out neatly along the floor behind them were two rows of plastic' bundles the size of sleeping

bags..ten-dollar bill, two fives, four ones..grass that shimmers out there beyond the trees..it with two strips of waterproof tape. Nice. This tender,

quiet caregiving was almost a normal.police roadblock to stop traffic and provide an opportunity to steal from motorists. Therefore, Curtis.The

beam sliced across space for a little over one second to the Point where the Battle Module was hanging in orbit above Chiron, and then a miniature

new sun flared in the sky to light up the dark side of the planet. The flash of gamma rays ionized the upper atmosphere, and the sky above Chiron

glowed in streak~ that extended for thousands	of miles. Sensitive radiation-monitoring instruments were	CHAP! F.M THIRTY-NINE burned out

all over the outside of the Mayflower II, and because of the electrical upheaval, it was twelve hours before communications with the surface could

be resumed.."The best. I can make 'em stand up and talk.".The truck rolls southwest into the night, with the twin fuses on the blacktop raveling

longer in its wake,.attraction for light, and the vodka glimmered like quicksilver..Jay jumped up and ran to a closet for a jacket. He looked at Jean

as he pulled it on. "Yes, Mother, I'll be careful.".puke-covered wino competition for the worst smell outside of a Calcutta sewer..On the other side

of the fire-door, Bernard dropped his tools and ran back to the front lobby of the Cominunications Center, praying that the alarm hndn't been raised

from there. Hanlon and Stanislau were waiting outside the entrance with a handful of the others. Just as Bernard arrived, Harding and the first

contingent of the staff entrance group appeared from a side-corridor, closely followed by Maddock and the main party with two wounded being

helped. Hanlon speeded them all on through into the Communications Center, and the security door crashed shut moments before heavy boots

began sounding from the stairwell nearby.."To some people, his name's scarier than Lecter's. I'm sure you've heard of him. Preston

Maddoc."."Okay," said Micky, "then try this one on for size. You're a child because you don't yet have boobs.".This exhausted silence was the

closest thing that Noah knew to peace. A few times in the past, he had in.ON THE DAY officially designated December 28, 2080, in the

chronological system that would apply until the ship switched over to the Chironian calendar, the Mayflower 11 entered the planetary system of

Alpha Centauri at a speed of 2837 miles per second, reducing, with its main drive still 'firing at maximum power. The propagation time for

communications to and from Chiron had by that time fallen to well under four hours. A signal from the planet continued that accommodations for

the ship's occupants had been prepared in the outskirts of Franklin as had been requested..fun..She threw off Micky's hand and scooted backward in

the grass. A last sob clogged her throat, and.with less pain than usual, but the thorns still pierced her, each a terrible memory that she could

never."What saith thee, young maiden, in the presence of Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,."Exactly right. But a lot of birds go to

roost at night and stay there till morning. Your little orange lady is.CHAPTER SEVEN.Good pup. Let's get out of here..tried to settle his

nerves.."She ought to've been paid to take it. Anyway, they put old Sinsemilla in an institution once and shot like."Oh, yes. I should have thought

of that." Lurch about-faced and lurched back to the kitchen. The sound of a door.terms.".Anita's eyes blazed as her shock began wearing off and

dissipated itself as anger. "Why should I? Bruce just got killed and Dave's got a hole in his leg, and you're telling me to see it their way? What kind

of a man are you anyhow?" She sneered past Colman's shoulder at Kath, who was returning the communicator to her pocket. "I can see why. It

didn't take you long, did it? Is she good?'.to kill him a tasty mouse."."My aunt Lilly didn't think so. She shot me.".Before I was born. I haven't met

any of them, don't know where they are. She never speaks about them,.and the embarrassment of chronic dandruff, they don't want a bunch of

ignorant rubes poking around,.Another bite of pie. More joyless chewing. "I don't know.".that could no longer manage to be shaggy: The knotted

nap was flat, all springiness crushed out of it, as if."Often enough that it seems like always."."A dinner guest?".Leilani said, "One reason I know

she hales Luki more than me is the name she gave him. She says she.Poking her pie with a fork, Leilani said, "It's both, actually. Though not

peyote. Like I told you?tonight."That's tough. But my useless dad skipped the day I was born."."So your stepfather's a murderer.".squeaks softly, as

do the hinges, and the door swings outward..Colman was becoming irritated again. No one on the ship had met a Chironian yet, but everyone was

already an expert. All anybody had seen were edited transmissions from the planet, accompanied by the commentators' canned interpretations. Why

couldn't people realize when they were being told what to think? He remembered the stories he'd heard in Cape Town about how the blacks in the

Bush raped white women and then hacked them to pieces with axes. The black guy that their patrol had interrogated in the village near Zeerust

hadn't seemed the kind of person to do things like that. He was just a guy who wanted to be left alone to run his farm, except by that time there
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hadn't been much left of it. He'd begged the Americans not to nail his kids to the wall--because that was what his own people had told him

Americans did. He said that was why he had fired at the patrol and wounded that skinny Texan five paces ahead of Hanlon. That was why the white

South African lieutenant had blown his brains out. But the civilians in Cape Town knew it all because their TV's had told them what to

think..Retreating toward the front door, with the dismayed dog at his side, he?s aware of people staring at him.."An expert on ladies in need of

stimulating entertainment, perhaps?".needed."."No chance with these Chironian robots around. They've got the place staked out." He wrinkled his

nose, and his moustache twitched as he sniffed the air. "Take a break while you've got the chance, Private Driscoll," he advised. "And I'I1 have one

of those cigarettes' that you've been smoking.".behind it. Her sweaty hands had slipped on the polished steel, but surely some damage had been

done to.Explorer..Until now, Micky hadn't noticed this deformity. "Everyone's got imperfections," she said..The mutt is gradually becoming his

master's psychic brother as well as his only friend. He shakes off his.wild beast. Her throat felt scorched. Her raw voice didn't sound like her own:

wordless, thick, hideous."Easy, easy now," Micky counseled, still on her knees, making placating gestures with her hands..No job. No prospects.

No money in the bank. An '81 Camaro that still somewhat resembled a."No wonder you're suicidal.".Even poor Mr. Hooper or the real Forrest

Gump could find his way here without an escort.."Then you lose out to the system. It's like playing against Driscoll-the system makes it's own

aces.".lighters, and more exotic items that the boy can't identify, but it knows whether or not you've fed coins to.house..a rattle of words raps out of

him between guffaws: "Oh, damn . . . I'm splat... in the middle . . . of Forrest.Up front, the two voices are louder, more excited. The engine starts.

Before either of the owners takes a.Without shame, the mutt squats and urinates on the blacktop..At once, the dog lets go of the man's shorts and

seizes the castoff footwear. Grinning around a mouthful.A melodic voice arises from the radio, recounting the story of a lonesome cowpoke and his

girlfriend in.Then her fingers fanned across her face. She hung her head. The new round of weeping was subdued,."You provide rationality?"

Micky rinsed the last of the dishes. "Just when was the last time you actually.If the fangs had reached the bone, infection would most likely develop

regardless of these simple efforts.Micky scrubbed at her knees with the palms of her hands, rubbing off the prickly blades of dead

grass.embarrassment at his own shortcomings. "You help me? How?".Sinsemilla had done, Leilani wasn't in the mood to conjure up Kato..had

married the congressman five years ago, before the first of his three successful political campaigns..In the distance rose the lulling rumble-hum of

freeway traffic, a not unpleasant drone that might be.slabs of the night, and if the slabs could fall heavily to the blacktop. Blades, indeed, but not

knives..At least the Chironians were not acting standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two earlier, Colman himself had enjoyed a long

conversation with a ~couple of fusion engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed happy to answer his questions about it. They

had even offered him a quick tour. He found that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to accommodate anybody regardless of rank or

station--he was getting used to that by now--but because he had no doubt at all that they had been as aware of the demands of military discipline as

he. Yet they had deliberately acted as if they knew less than they did, even though they were far too smart to believe that he'd be taken in. The

Chironians did it all the time. The man at Canaveral base had practically offered Sirocco a place with a geographical survey team even though he

knew that Sirocco was in no position to accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced he became that the Chironians' actions

couldn't all be just a coincidence..rapped on the jamb.."No, no, Mr. Farrel. I'll distribute the rest of these and then see if she wants the last one. I'll

feed her if I."You've got your father's name," Geneva said hopefully. "If he could be found . . .".Hurry, he urges the men, as if by willpower alone

he can move them. Hurry..?I didn?t see any of that myself. It's what I was told happened to Luki.".territory. She'd been journeying through a land

of mirrors that initially appeared to be as baffling and as.Celia raised her head suddenly to look up at Lechat. "But I only shot him twice, not six

times as the soldiers found. And the house hadn't been broken into when I left. Don't you see what that means?".The room responded with murmurs

of amazement, but most of those present didn't realize the significance. Beside Colman, Celia and Lechat were staring, and from the platform

Sirocco was directing an inquiring look in their direction. Celia turned her head to look at Colman. "I don't believe this," she whispered. "Who is

that corporal?'."It's impossible!" Avery Farnhill protested to a full meeting of the Directorate in the Mayflower II's Government Center. "They

know we're acting with our hands tied and they're taking advantage by being deliberately evasive. The only way we'll get anywhere is if you allow

us to get tougher.".This mutt isn't, as Curtis first thought, his brother-becoming. She is instead his sister-becoming, and that's.But Lesley was not

listening as he gazed down at the platform below, which fanned outward from the arc lights above the lock to become indistinct in the darkness of

the antechamber. Figures - were moving slowly from the shadows by the transit tubes and freight rails, spread thinly at the back, but closing up as

they converged with the lines of the platform. They were moving carefully, in a way that conveyed caution rather than stealth, and seemed to be

avoiding cover deliberately. And they were carrying their weapons underarm with the muzzles trained downward in a manner that was anything but

threatening..He nodded. "It's all in the Neiman Marcus bag." He hesitated, but then decided that this woman's."Arrogant?" Adam smiled to himself.

"They're the ones who are so sure they 'know,' not me. I'm just making the best interpretation I can of the facts I've got." He thought for a moment

longer. "Anyhow, arrogance and pride are not the same thing. I'm proud to be a human being, sure.".The only light came from one of the lamps on

the nightstands that flanked the lone bed. Laura didn't."This kind of thing always starts with 'love yourself.' ".The crash of something fragile hitting

the floor and the tinkling of shattered china came through the doorway between the living room and kitchen. Adam, who was sprawled across one

end of the sofa beneath the large bay window, groaned beneath his breath. At twenty-five or thereabouts he had turned out to be considerably older

than Colman had imagined, and had a lean, wiry build with an intense face that was accentuated by dark, shining eyes, a narrow, neatly trimmed
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beard, and black, wavy hair. He was dressed in a tartan shirt, predominantly of red, and pale blue jeans which enhanced the impression that Colman

had formed of a person who mixed a casual attitude toward the material aspects of life with a passionate dedication to his intellectual

pursuits..Lechat slowly scanned the expectant faces. They all knew what was corning next. "My second resolution is that this Congress, with all

powers and authority duly restored to it, declare itself, permanently and irrevocably, to be dissolved." The motion was passed

unanimously..combing this part of the West in close coordination with the cowboys, then these FBI agents must also.Kath's voice remained low but

took on a note of urgency. "Make sure all of them are closed. Do it now." Bernard shook his head, mystified, and started asking questions again.

"Just do it," Kath said, cutting him off. "There might not be much time.".standing on a slippery surface.."I'm not sure it's enough," he worries,

jamming his bankroll into his pocket again. "I need two bottles of.The FBI, the National Security Agency, and other legitimate authorities won't kill

Curtis immediately.heartwarming story about a twinkly cute spaceship, smartly tailored alien diplomats from the Parliament.spare parts by a

machine knacker.."I didn't say that. But they're funny people . . . cagey. They're not exactly giving straight answers about everything."."I never eat

it," Leilani said. "The last time old Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,.The prisoner moon escapes the dungeon clouds, and the

oiled lane under the boy's swift feet glistens.avoid being seen.
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