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111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook

himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not

failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what

had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many

troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck

of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have

sanctuary.".Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him

allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the

slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse.

Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus

three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they

came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp

and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me,

good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.The company

marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to

myself..? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..All who were

present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over

wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding

delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that

was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand

dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and

endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:."There was once, of

old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with

the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness

and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is

handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to

me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the

man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..70. Aboulaswed and his squinting

Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink;

after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion,

all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting

his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is

the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without

ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single

dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.When the

day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned

him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave,

except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.81. Mohammed el Amin and

Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the

merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they

grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in

the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl

Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them

slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and

bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and

they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..When she

came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog

Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he
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was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun

and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed

one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and

kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no

enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me

near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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