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SUPERNATURAL SINOPHONE TAIWAN AND BEYOND
Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..Meanwhile, news came to his wife
that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his
absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship.
[When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to
the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied
themselves with their play till the evening..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed
the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a
king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and
equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that
indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the
two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest
of his younger brother..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and
wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the
boughs it flowered forth and grew,.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all
glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were
moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the
land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she
came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.When
it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king,
kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written
aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances,
against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if
God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? Couched are
their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..Presently, the old woman came in to her
and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath
betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O
my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what
Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour
came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said
to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which
hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Your water I'll leave
without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate
flower..When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his
brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents
and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in
one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his
brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his
own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he
called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not
exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,
or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of
gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His
brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154)
and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him,
but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi
died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same
place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good
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fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the
damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his
throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a
light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the
palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me
"I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was
fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in
himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest
myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought
wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for
which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his
friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited
and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.To return to El
Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a
gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went
out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess
before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?"
And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he,
"O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and
laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw
the gold in El Abbas his possession..When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he
required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.The damsel rejoiced, when the old
man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.There was once a sage of the sages, who
had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled
them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that
the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union.
And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222)
his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you,
against the time of your need.'.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms,
Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and
curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the
third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the
fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his
trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..21. Omar ben
Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..53. Abou Hassan es
Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste.
A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her]
with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and
his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised
him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her
husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do?
It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady
Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to
keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The
Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian.
(174).Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)
'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him
[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed
the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's
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son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of
a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with
cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him
wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me
what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that
we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had
done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself
discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's
hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.When she had made an
end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it
and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself
and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be
thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened."
Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..Now over against the place
in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground
dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he
tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made
prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night;
whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a
company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the
Folk (235) M.Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..?STORY
OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I
slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth
the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I
may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy
excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had
been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the
slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".When the damsel had made an end of
her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another
damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and
loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name
was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following
verses:.Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? The world is
upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his
son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought
with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green
brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they
entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and
divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as
moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the
goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring
him news of them..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the
shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten
dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black
slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of
camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite
him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save
only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By
Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she
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strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth
the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So
hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this.
Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on
a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to
us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.'
'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah
and his Sons cccclxxv.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her.
Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than
himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer
than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and
gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady
Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman,
her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh."
Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? o. The
Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat
to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad
cccxxxii.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the
palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over
them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et
Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this
book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el
Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said
to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in
such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in
question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself
with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I
informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and
praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..38. The
Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate
made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none
may compare..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to
complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which
five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144)
passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture,
beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat
him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of
beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Sailor and Hindbad
the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns
bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared
lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and
going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged,
saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I
deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but
for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those
who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I
sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up
to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after
which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell
a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When
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they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear
not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing
with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and
trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house,
which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon
quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and
returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy,
they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had
betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose
husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals
flare..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly
phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near,
when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he
laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and
ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their
doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and
slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and
said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the
waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when
he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her
chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at
his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the
sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the
eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know
not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give
thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250)
let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon
he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.118. The Merchant of Cairo and the
Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.The Fifth Day.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story
cxlix.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided
him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the
elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the
garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold
of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all
returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his
malady, little by little..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.133. The City of Brass dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour
love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate
myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath
and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced
thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed
himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his
dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the
setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues,
red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art,
whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and
the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and
all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed
unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at
my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast
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and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I
lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the
people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and
died and his son reigned in his stead..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER
OF BAGHDAD. (46).A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he
stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this
wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man,
deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who
was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole
of all their pain and heat..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice
revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth
unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew
that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell
him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which
he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him
but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no
knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this
ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke
from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought
diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he
went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O
Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was
certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the
king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who
enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most
High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.When the morning
morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode
unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him
to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons
and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said
to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the
sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying
him out to sea, cast him in..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend
said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost
men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with
girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the
other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped
into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and
no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up
for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a
wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High
preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..So he opened to me and I went
out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not
come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with
strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,'
answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But
he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..'This is
idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear
to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover
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thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make
supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Then said the
sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said,
'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding
and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the
sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but
that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was
prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth
galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50)
Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad
the Porter.Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I
know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son."
Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..The folk marvelled at this story
with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one
told me the following story]..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished
was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most
Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for
affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this,
and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and
said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well
may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste,
if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening
and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy
presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him;
and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and
that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and
wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and
rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a
lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with
plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain
(98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him
worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El
Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was
an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made
her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she
told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green
Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and
the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of
El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant,
whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance
and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from
a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the
king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God
assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed
and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he
will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl
ccclxxxvii.10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing
her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them
with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by
the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till
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the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of
sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of
sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.After this the king sat, with his son by his side and
the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See,
O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me
that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest
of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the
prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great
joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste
repent.".As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her,
wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an
eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So
she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me
news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were
thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee,
since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but,
provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we
contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ?
Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain
Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear.
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