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? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii
253..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled
physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me
and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and
doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out
to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there
appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..How long, O Fate,
wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was
minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her
to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile,
the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when
his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught
with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he
found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an
exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised
on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows
have left on my tresses their trail..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report
dclxv.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great
repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and
eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap,
and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and
I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled
me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..When the evening
evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know,
O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was
favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".Then the queen entered the
palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her
bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure
thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for
the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? How
often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..His love on
him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor
one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders
spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and
pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each
member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions.
The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad
in the air..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ? ? ? All
hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me
No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute
and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me.
Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I
am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought
but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly
for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and
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his Wilful Wife dccccxix.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to
the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be
God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him
return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn
cclxxxvi.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..His love he'd have
hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?'
So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up
their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and
how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies
hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou
knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him
no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son
and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..A thief of the
thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now
on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him
not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising
it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct
you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and
harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that
we should live and meet?.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was
Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house,
(111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with
thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee
unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth
should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere
vain..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike
shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the
amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and
warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his
[former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".1. The
Merchant and the Genie i.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El
Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die
and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and
torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and
cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred
not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise
him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a
sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested;
after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh
dcccciii.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to
her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they
ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing
and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart
and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped
himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she
answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But
the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It
takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.I went out one night to the
house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of
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thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am
drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at
the door, when they went away..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Damascus is all
gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud!
iii. 191..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story.
So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone
among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he
acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the
king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and
going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the
merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday
draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof
of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch
him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within
our hearts' most secret core..Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..48. Haroun Er
Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and
described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram
Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O
Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.'
Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at
that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots
stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the
Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a
hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my
brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El
Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God
the Most High, the Supreme!'.Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him
who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii.
224..When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their
mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and
wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted
to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We
know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..So she made ready and
setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now
the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her
and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his
clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he
was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the
case]..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put
his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it
bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following
verses:.When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for
the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the
trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review
and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the
commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank
of the Tigris..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall
do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed
her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady
Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her
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commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her
a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand,
appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of
the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady
mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..A fair one, to idolaters if she
herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to
hear?."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The
Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer
and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the
vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she
consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and
delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she
again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of
the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an
appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and
collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18)
Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the
work..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth
evermore..'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and
betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me
with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the
locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to
whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking
the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the
completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently
desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave,
I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee
and rely upon thee therein.".Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye,
For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to
divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had
brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.Then he sent for the
viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye
not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment
of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went
in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding
grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the
well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the
Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but
thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid
was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he
said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are
changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month
and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what
hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage
and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will
name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God
fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of
point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth,
and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted
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down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it
with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus
engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.'
Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him
from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..When Tuhfeh
heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let
the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and
departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him.
They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing
sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory
over them..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ?
? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep
visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I
may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had
been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el
Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord,
buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of
coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me
from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me
therewith.'".Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..The Twelfth Night of the Month..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with
him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen
and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth
and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier
and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings,
so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel
might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building of the bath and
assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site and marked out
its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs.
They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow and what not else
of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with
transporting thither varicoloured stones..So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was
a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed
him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and
accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook
under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the
saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all
manner colours..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his
couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou
practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this
and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them,
"Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him
not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and
ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode
thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper
ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's
bent!.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O
our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us."
Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the
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young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and
putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst
he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and
to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his
hand..? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah,
without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to
her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed,"
answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold
strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O
Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest,
thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I
Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of
the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become
Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O
Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!"
And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart
consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away;
Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.When God caused the morning morrow, the two
armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played
with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said
to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When
she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome
with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women
are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with
that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into
the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that
had betided him], whilst she wept..When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the
prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Now the
lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall
live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away
the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and
rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of
this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest
to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How
long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought
against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that
presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it
was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down
aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac
lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath
aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl
Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till
now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and
lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.So he repaired to
the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes,"
answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and
bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with
thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of
our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we
will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question
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thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of
fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime
disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin.
However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning
[all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to
his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night,
unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she
lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? In
the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Meanwhile, he
ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children;
and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that
they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the
utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor
sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them,
The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the
opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the
last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister
[Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her
deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped
upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus
engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her
hand..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with
thy regard austere..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in
weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..So he went walking in the
thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him.
(Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin
Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young
Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country;
so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This
will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came
to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and
Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:
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