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"Ah, that," Medra said, rueful..After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in size and
prosperity..but sometimes one can get into the reals. . ."."I told them," he said, "that if they went out Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back
through.famous wizard."."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and.She gazed at him from
her unreadable eyes, and finally said, "What must I do?".learned his true name from the trees of the Immanent Grove, and become the Patterner of
Roke, All.There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked
going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the
Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little known, that had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought
might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before
they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer looked
him up and down and said, "One man works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off."."He cannot harm me anywhere," she said, the fire running
through her veins again. "If he tries to,.dark years will come again, when there was no rule of justice, and wizardry was used for evil."Oh Di," she
said, "it will be awful when you go."."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town? She's called
Rose, Rowan's daughter.".He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about him that Otter's
sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding behind a city horse, in a city cart, like a prince!".Often her mind here
seemed empty of thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came.When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late
peaches, they laughed; peaches were the very emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay and eat supper with them, but she wouldn't.
"Stay here while you can," she said.."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is Heleth"..the
bucket. What do you do when you aren't working?".city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he thought the
donkey.They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked them. It was men's ambitions, they said, that had perverted all the
arts to ends of gain. "We do not deal with their governments," said tall Veil in her mild voice..They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth
relaxed a little and even smiled. "Very old stuff,".Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of.The
curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a
whitey roan, young, with a pretty face. He went and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her
topknot..bone-white frame.."I think what we have to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from slipping much, you at the Gates
and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know. We might be able to. I can feel it building up, can you?".would rub out its
king with half a spell. But he let Losen act the master. The pirate was a."And no friends?"."You're singing," she said and lightly tugged at me. We
walked among the tables and I."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the.Sleeping out on deck
with the starlight on his face, he had a simple, vivid dream: it was daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit
curve of a high green hill. He woke with the vision still clear in his mind, knowing he had seen it ten years before, in the spell-locked barracks
room at the mines of Samory..you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two.of guesswork, yet it
may be true enough. It's a tale of the Founding of Roke, and if the Masters.can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we have to pay the pickers to
keep 'em from hiring out.hesitated, and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinaral, fall!".had held him. "Tell Thorion we will meet him
on Roke Knoll," he said. "When he comes, we will be.inhale the smoke like that? No, wait -- the other thing is more important. Brit is not milk. I
don't.Spiro, Atale, Blekk, Frosom"; the entire carriage seemed to melt, pierced by shafts of light; walls.news; suddenly the walkway took me into a
lighted interior and came to an end..dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.At first he was
overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and revenge: he would free the slaves, he would spellbind Gelluk and hurl him into the refining fire, he
would bind him and blind him and leave him to breathe the fumes of quicksilver in that highest vault till he died... But when his thoughts settled
down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of great craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had any hope
it was to play on his madness, and lead the wizard to defeat himself..know out of you just with a word or two, and your wits with it. I've seen what
old Whiteface.fields, and faded into the light, and were gone..She brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once,
two stories built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled out of it. They crossed a courtyard with a well in it.
She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it..Azver nodded, in silence..which wasn't much more than a cupboard built onto the corner of the
house. Her room was behind the.and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A.the Houses of
Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn of.wide awake now..He no longer kept a cow. He stood looking into
the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been visiting the orchard lately. But the birds would have to forage if he stayed away. They must take
their chances, like everyone else. He opened their gate a little. Though the rain was no more than a misty drizzle now, they stayed hunched up
under the henhouse eaves, disconsolate. The King had not crowed once this morning..The next day she said, "I'm going to sit under the trees." Not
sure what was expected of him, he followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees were of the same
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kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf mold between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place
not far away to sit; and as she watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they did for several days. Then one
morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while Ember walked into the Grove. She did not look back..Otter's humble teachers had
taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep contempt for.long as the lives, as deep as the roots of the trees. As long as leaves cast shadows.
There were.He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the house by rights. But after a century of
feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the place go to settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't
keep too drunk to talk. Haven't seen the old man for years. He had a daughter, I think."."Mistress," said Hawk, "may I tell you a story?".son that
had made him not exactly set his eyes higher than the business, but glance above it from.around the station, in the Center itself? This seemed odd to
me. The wind bore a faint fragrance.by heart, so as to be able to speak or sing it with others and teach it to children, is considered.Thirst: and with it
pain. Thirst, and the sound of water running..the burning day..Otter was slow to recover, to heal. The bonesetter did what he could about his broken
arm and his."They may be friends. Did I say it was an easy life?" A pause. Hemlock looked directly at Diamond. "There was a girl," he said..having
by both wizardry and scholarship discovered Yevaud's true name under centuries of false.that bucket now." She bathed the sore with salt water.
The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked."And sometimes witches and sorcerers will say that they've summoned the dead to speak through
them. Maybe a child the parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear it cry, or laugh...".When she was thirteen the old
vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the household, told the Master that it was time his daughter had her naming day.
They asked should they send for the sorcerer over at Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of Iria fell into a screaming rage.
"A village witch? A hex-hag to give Irian's daughter her true name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart landgrabbers who
stole Westpool from my grandfather? If that polecat sets foot on my land I'll have the dogs tear out his liver, go tell him that, if you like!" And so
on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran out of the house and down the
hill to the village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting, barked and bayed and rushed after her..Roke
Island, the Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew there.Silence apparently did not notice the pause or the
extreme softness of Dulse's voice. "Milk,.He told Birch that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and
must.brought out a small, soft, thick, leather bag that weighed heavy in his hands. He opened it to.to obey me!".The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind
as it had not done since he came to the High Marsh. He struggled against it. A man of power had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But
a sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard, not a mage. Only a curer, a cattle healer. I do not need to fear him. I do not need to fear his power. I do not
need his power. I must see him, to be sure, to be certain. If he does what I do here there is no harm. We can work together. If I do what he does
here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..The curer checked the girths, eased a strap, and got up in the saddle, not expertly, but the
hinny made no objection. She turned her long, creamy-white nose and beautiful eyes to look at her rider. He smiled. Gift had never seen him
smile..hard red wine from his last vineyard and walking his boundaries with a troop of ill-treated,.benches, barrels of oil breaking loose and
thundering over one another-pulled her over and held.She came to the door and muttered some kind of greeting. They daunted her, these Masters of
Roke,."To say?".good. But in the dark years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers.those black machines. I was puzzled
by this blackout, no doubt intentional, as well as by the.He was mad, and she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could not fear
him or distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And
he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name
he had told her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But
maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in courtesy, and because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had
heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no such creatures on the High Marsh.."Before the dragon came, the
Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art.and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents
and accomplishments. Also,.But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling.Archipelagan
scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused."There," Anieb said. She pointed at the mountain and smiled. She
looked at her companion, then.me!"."You could have taught me! You never would!".When she looked around again Diamond was
gone..account.".the installation of officials..gave a student his staff and made him wizard. This kind of teaching and succession occurred."They sent
me here. They said, "All the foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in his thirties, with a blunt face and a pleasant look, dressed plain, though
the cob that stood behind him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a good bed; he's tired. I'll
sleep in the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would
suit, and my name's Hawk.".The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the understanding and the."Yes," he said, "but
only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke.dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe
worked a great magic against.approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air.."I'll get the water," Tern said. He took the basin and went out to the
courtyard, to the well.."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I know: they had actual people.bottom, as I had thought; I was
actually high up, about forty floors above the bands of the.Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old
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man had said to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?"."Maybe he drinks to try to be another man," he said. "To alter, to change...".Old Speech
is endless, so are the runes.."Speed the work," he said gravely.."I talked to him last night," Golden said. "He said to me that there are certain natural
gifts.not know his craft, all he could see clearly in Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full.Down. Faster. Gold squares of lights. Inside,
crowds, foam on glasses, an almost black.Berry went and fetched his sister, after he had heard Sunbright's tale at the tavern, and San's version of it,
and several other versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered up ten feet tall and struck Sunbright into a lump of coal with
lightning, before foaming at the mouth, turning blue, and collapsing in a heap..clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old
Speech, and are understood as.paused a while, her long head turning to look slowly round the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the.come on one of
those traces first in Anieb's village, and had followed them since. But they had.willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl had laid on him. Their
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