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When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said,
"With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the
male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the
Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die,
without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will
assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never
cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he
presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God
alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.When it was the sixth day, the
viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them
went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous
for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life
and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he
said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine
affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to
her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she
occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen,
and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he
hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words,
she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the
Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh
horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and
followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the
secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering
thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it
is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute
from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup
and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Then they
displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side
to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips,
then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and
threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.149. El Melik en Nasir and
his Vizier dcxcvii.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak;
(211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived
by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am
indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a
king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given
largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not
but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he
gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for
Almsgiving cccxlviii.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..One day, there came a traveller and seeing
the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture
and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in
love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I
follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and
store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the
King of Hind and he also heard of him..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long
upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the
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druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and
wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would
have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down
into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a
Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no
thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When Galen
saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear
and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' '
No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then
said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by
which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..A certain thief was a
[cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither
companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in
flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When
he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he
aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an
exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king
caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of
three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops,
and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat
to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a
day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country
was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity
and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave
[of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly
thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou
sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear.
Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst
they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said,
"Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I
have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him,
"An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the
draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the
Ass.? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..When the
merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having
with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at
this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward
be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught
wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest
me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the
folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him
the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did
the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..So saying, he left him and went away,
whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for
that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they
returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not
the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer
was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were
deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in
him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from
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him and dispersed..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Then she
changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.A certain singing-woman was
fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to
beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open
[on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth.
(134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a
long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an]
entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii.
245..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me
with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of
fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the
couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.Therewithal the young man was moved to
delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank
and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the
subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.When he had made an end of his
verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The
princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin,
never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy
dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..?
? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.? ? ? ? ? O blamer
of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.When the damsel heard
these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and
said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday
with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy
lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted
him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy,
never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his
father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she
pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of
colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I
will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The
answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them
across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two
staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and
sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.119. The
Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight
were you;."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan.
The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a
prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he
called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if
she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had
learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she
improvised and sang the following verses:.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the
Night of Power dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ?
Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with
clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that
the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without
the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not
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give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to
the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou
wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of
aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that
seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother
clvii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when
he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the
slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O
my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art
thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother
cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will
assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it
behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth
evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this
but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all
fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and
wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not
the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment
and thy sight?".101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the
unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix
to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it
the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story
(Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..Then said
Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none
shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow
and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert
upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus
wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she
said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave
[matter].'.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..When the king heard this story, he
smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone;
Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth,
for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty)
and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no
wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him.
Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came
before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace
and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of
Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she
looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a
glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her
from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set
apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of
kings' daughters..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? a.
Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn,
thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money
was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou
marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this
trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the
thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.It is said that
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El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood
not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so,
by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful
excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked
the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of
commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I
incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the
wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I
bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the
despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had
importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for
thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the
king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway.
When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour
more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command
it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain
we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison
him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her
slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after
the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in
[rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him
with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read
it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the
following verses:.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the
pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he
should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to
his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were
prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her
and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way
unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and
drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he
was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and
indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's
chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will
ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him
and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he,
'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it
is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son,
who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they
slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.99. The History of
Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st
sorrows on my spright..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of
thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy
in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are
like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn
thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto
thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do
righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..67. Haroun er Reshid
and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and
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well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up,
and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost
loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city
with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors,
till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with
them..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..The Sixth Day.26. The
City of Lebtait cclxxii.When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord
Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows
and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play
me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth
my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou
seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to
such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT
WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES
(265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But,
"Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.The First Night of the Month.When Er Reshid
heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he
presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when
she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto
that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried
to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing.
So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he
arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him;
wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah
Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun
had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over
the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty
to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he
died..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and
arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad
in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I
cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept
this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he
answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High
shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against
Persistent Ill, i. 70..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast
about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife
and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for
chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman
inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth
Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,
when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and
sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two
dirhems..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..? ? ? ?
? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.16. The Fox and
the Crow cl.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its
continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I
adore..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange
man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered,
'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady
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came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when
he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon
him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men
and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..Now this letter was written with ultramarine
upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the
King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid,
greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the
love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love
and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the
measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and
peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in
vain..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its
term betide..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.84. The Devout
Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to
her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the
Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited
the following verses:.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making
his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:
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