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? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..The queen drank off her cup

and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand

dinars..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the

king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my

city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put

thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".As I sat one day at the door

of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the

notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away.

Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company

engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour

and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to

them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand

dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.And indeed, O my brother,

the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he,

the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him

and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to

thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me

and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the

repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of

whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and

days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him

and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy

door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go

straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet

(whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar,

"And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his

tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following

verses:.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if

for love of such a fair I'm sped?.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full

flight;.When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I

will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the

lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my

father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the

damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and

I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.102. Jouder and his

Brothers dcclxxv.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night

ccxlix.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of

the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And

they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail

against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him

advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ?

? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe,

turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller

ccxcix.When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and

water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the

washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging,

where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he

is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou
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have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with

her..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of

the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win

to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his

resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He

thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen,

and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass

from friend to friend..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place,

laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping,

and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it

restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!'

When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow

dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go

away.'.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with

green..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".So she gave

him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay

that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel

said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win

to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion

them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and

repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and

bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.

Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,

or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..One day, I changed

my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome

house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and

descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he,

"It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man,

with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he

assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him,

"I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God

aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in

estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing

foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be

the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have

four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave

chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three

Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and

miscontent..The Seventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true

thy case confess..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.So Ishac

returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the

corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She

whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath

been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow

is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that

none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself;

so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars,

though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and

behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?'

'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?'
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(176).When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he

knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God

the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit

the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God

caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in

the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had

vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his

family..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank

high..Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks,

(131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of

this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his

brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When

Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his

head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not

to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..? ? ? ? ? v. The

House with the Belvedere dxcviii.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the

Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the

lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim

and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of

their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate

and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her

their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So

he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the

story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. The

Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had

ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth

Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold.

So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her,

"O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her

master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and

went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he

sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a

strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and

there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but

"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,

even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of

them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I

should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few

days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now

I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my

desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and

boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I

took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid

the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the

belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to

sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to

them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance

should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son,

and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and

assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between
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Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to

the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..How long, O Fate, wilt thou

oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked

this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was

handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the

assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man

who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They

brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..As for the

princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had

done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to

wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the

morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I

charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I

have grave occasion for her.".There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his

subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of

lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter

of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in

splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off,

and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto

evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops

to the rout and slaying his guards..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of

love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story

dccccxxxiv.Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so

I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from

thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,'

replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon

she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she

arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to

them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en

Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till

the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God

the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Then, when it was night, she brought

her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she

came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto

her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and

accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she

hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting

myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the

present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such

as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold

that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits

high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his

head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span

long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is

before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and

endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he

who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled

be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his

[capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.Queen Es

Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then
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returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I

forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the

prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your

affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When

they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the

talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation

among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the

recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that

night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of

him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.111 El Melik es

Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and

there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first

thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of

God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children.

As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had

entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And

they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he

lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of

justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and

his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled

them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on

the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the

love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.Then they went to the youth and said to him,

'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like

again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and

drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my

requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and

said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave

matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not

escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..?

? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment

regale..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very

sun had borrowed from her face..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid

eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the

biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she

willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to

her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to

her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer

arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I,"

and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I

will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and

the Parrot xiv.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he

gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired

to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with

him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and

she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy

teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.What strength have I solicitude and long desire

to bear, iii. 20..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to

him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast

the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the
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barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest

her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she

departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Now Ilan Shah had

three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they

became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon

the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more

than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in

his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to

demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk

of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will

slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers

are my subjects and I am their queen..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he

knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in

himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all

these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced

the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs

(24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little

white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of

the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the

boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and

Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed

there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Weaver who became a Physician by his

Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the

sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his

house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went

his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place

where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the

first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took

his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the

daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..Fair patience practise, for

thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.When the

vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.Then said

the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she

recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and

majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house.

Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and

had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against

her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief,

said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely

and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise

before then.'.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in

amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to

us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were

crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered,

committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found

themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and

behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for

that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I

change nor e'er shall distance us divide..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me

that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be
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the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for

which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself

and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and

which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble

Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an

hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear

unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and

passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our

excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite

thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all

the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I

am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire,

Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great

company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels

and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred

slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he

laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his

daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her

concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King

Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give

over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who

forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's

flower doth in the bud encase..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the

protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art

Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him,

whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"

asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another

eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.

"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his

reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am

Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)

thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he

arose and abode wondering at his case..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile;

after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff

and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the

merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him,

"O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El

Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a

satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like,

and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..Then she changed the measure and improvised the

following:.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may

be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..When the morning morrowed, he

recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE

OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the

singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.'A great theft had

been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us;

but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about

the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were

athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and

prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and
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squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a

cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..With this the king bade the

vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber

dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..See, then, O august king,"

continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He

will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only

I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be

mute.".The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as

he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him

sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither

at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon

the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the

Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath

taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to

do.'.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..But for the spying of the eyes

[ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst

agreed..Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be

private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the

creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with

them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow

and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold

somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them

and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was

minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him

of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when

he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth

the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of

God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were

bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose

high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of

fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said

to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the

youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any

hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding

renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life

from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth

answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..When the appointed day arrived,

En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me

till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him,

"Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By

Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in

[danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it

was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what

prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath

departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So

he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci
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