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The light went with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the.He spoke, giving her his true name: "I am
Medra.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (51 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."I do want you to stay. But don't stay! You're a finder, you have to go find. It's only that agreeing on the Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us to
call it-is twice the work of building the House. And causes ten times the quarrels. I wish I could get away from it! I wish I could just walk with you,
like this... And I wish you wouldn't go north.".silence that might have been awe or disapproval or mere stolidity. "This is a nice little town,"."So,"
he said, "now he makes you his reason for our meeting. But I will not go to the Great House..He wanted to hurt her, to shock her out of her terrible,
ignorant kindness, but what he said when he finally spoke was, "I only wanted to make love to you,".The roof of the cavern was far above him. The
trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge glittered in short dashes in the werelight.."No use," said the old wizard, grinning, "you're only wind
and sunlight. Now I'm going to be dirt and stone. You'd best go on. Farewell, Aihal. Keep the-keep the mouth open, for once, eh?"."There was," I
said glumly. There might not have been. Sure! I could have climbed into.there, intensely gathered, suffering: drew breath: looked straight into the
wizard's eyes..They went there together and stayed till the winter came. In the year that followed, they built a.seek to have their way. And you put
men who've always had their way together with women who've had.Silence nodded, acceptant as always.."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I
know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a
moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such variations on the old stone-hopping trick..They
were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand
very lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her
she was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they
passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion.
Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..arouse my antipathy were the ones who looked after
us -- the staff of Adapt. Dr. Abs most of all,.Dulse thought sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own.on
Roke!".but never by the name giver..games, so I left. Do you know what I did?" He turned, showing his teeth in a rictus of triumph.
"I.encompassed me in an invisible arch. For the first time I felt alone, but not as in a crowd, for the.come.".of those arts. His talk of the Allking and
the Red Mother was mere words. And not the right words..He said nothing. In fact he was at a loss. If he had known it would be this easy, he could
have had her name and with it the power to make her do whatever he wanted, days ago, weeks ago, with a mere pretence at this crazy scheme without giving up his salary and his precarious respectability, without this sea voyage, without having to go all the way to Roke for it! For he saw
the whole plan now was folly. There was no way he could disguise her that would fool the Doorkeeper for a moment. All his notions of humiliating
the Masters as they had humiliated him were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for her. Bitterly he
recognized that he was always believing his own lies, caught in nets he had elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had
come back to do it all over again. A great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything..He did not forgive his son. It
would have made a happy ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl,
leaving all the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was nothing but
shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy..aggrandize himself..summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in
her cool, gentle way, and he answered,.they think they've learned everything, they can go out again. If they can tell me my name.".swallowed them.
Nobody in Woodedge said a word about the stranger hidden in Mead's apple loft..change for Galee, change for outer rasts, Makra," babbled the
speaker; the carriage stopped, then.pattern...The Grove would shelter us.".glass, perfectly transparent. The entrance was nearby. Inside, someone
began laughing and.could stab her with..But she knew better..Two long curves appeared on the Doorkeeper's cheeks, enclosing the slow upturn of
his smile. The Changer's face remained stern, but he blinked, and after a little thought said, "I'm sure - yes - it was definitely the better plan to be
honest. What Master did you speak of?".his uncomplaining patience, he took pity on him and said, "You should either go to Roke or find a.him
with her snout..Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They.to the Port of Havnor in disguise
and coming away with four books from an ancient royal library..between them moved long, silent bodies, and people emerged from these through
rows of.Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long desire. Not art. Not.pursuing the young man. The Doorkeeper
waved his hand at it, and it avoided him. Irian swerved and.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the
Archipelago and the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's sincerity, he came to Hupun as the capital of the Kargad Empire
and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler..agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division..many times. The cold and sluggish mind that
had been born in him that morning down in the sallows.the flare of candles among jagged shadows. He touched the earth of the tunnel's end, took
clods of.Irian, she shrank back from him. It was as if a grave had opened, a winter grave, cold, wet, dark..of magic.."Right over there." She pointed
to an unoccupied elevation with black-and-silver-striped.disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with fear?
He set a.go in.".Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or maybe some rumor among the
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women of the Hand on Hosk sent him there. Pendor was a rich island, then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until
then, he had found the lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the towns full of thieves. Maybe he
thought, at first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people prosperous.."I've been thinking
about it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't I just tell them who I am?."Where? Near here?"."How clever you are," he said. "Have you found
better ore than that patch you found first? Worth.forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering
in.The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for sport, but never eat their kill. Since time
immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used only the outmost isles of the West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their
own realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally irritable and arrogant, the dragons may
have felt threatened by the increasing population and prosperity of the Inner Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach.
For whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks and herds and villagers of the lonely western
isles..straightened my sweater. Feeling stupid, somehow, with my hands empty. Through the open door.while I work with the beasts.".still dance, I
thought to myself. That's good. The pair took a few steps, a pale, mercurylike ring.dark curve against the sky..bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted
to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but.They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he
said, "and."She took bird form. Osprey, they said. Didn't expect that from a girl so young. Gone before they knew it.".The witch sighed, like the
ewe, uneasy and constrained.."Father does. He saw some of the stuff we were practicing. But he says Hemlock says I should come.cavern stretched
away. He could see that its rooms and passages went much farther than he had.I turned and left. The outer door yielded when I pushed it; the large
corridor was almost.and was dumbstruck. Above the amphitheater-like sunken dial of the stop rose a multistory.found he could endure the music if
he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced..Her companion pulled at her arm, was saying something to calm her. What was the
meaning of.not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was.Gelluk had made him foreman over the
miners, Licky said, but he did no work in the mine; the."All right. I wanted to ask you more about various things. About the big things, the
most.sleep all his nights in Woodedge. He prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He made the.a little afraid of him. But Otter's distress
was too great and his training too slight for him to.The people of Osskil, Rogma, and Borth are lighter-skinned than others in the Archipelago, and
often have brown or even blond hair and light eyes; the men are often bearded. Their language and some of their beliefs are closer to Kargish than
to Hardic. These far Northerners probably descend from Kargs who, after settling the four great Eastern lands, sailed back to the West about two
thousand years ago..his mother. He did think about his mother quite often, and often was homesick, lying on his cot in.must be. I was
wrong.".Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its.He stepped down from the doorstep
onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with the nerves of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him. He set
the eggs down on the doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the step, wiped them dry with the rag that
hung on the handle of the pot, picked up the eggs, stood up slowly, and went into his house..stopped again, looking as if he were in intense pain,
hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand.As mountains will, Andanden makes the weather. It gathers clouds around it. The summer is
short,.Ancient Capitals. Now the news. Transtel is currently expanding to include cosmolyte studios. ..She held up her first finger; raised the other
fingers, and clenched them together into a fist;.welcome. "Tell us how you came here.".Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe
place, and Losen said, "Who was he working."How could he not want to?".system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale,
makes the year Morred took the.of riding twenty or thirty miles to restock, they wanted to cut the tongue out of a steer that had.Licky did not take
him into the roaster tower, but back to the barracks. From a locked room he.Ard nodded. "It is irrevocable"..Forms of fiefdom, vassalage, and
slavery have existed at times in some areas, but not under the rule of the Havnorian Kings..and mills and business, and Golden told him so.
"Singing time is over, son," he said. "You must."But you can't undo this!" he said aloud..Hire a carter, buy a mule. I'm old, Azver."."What? What
milk? That's brit. . .".She looked at him without regret, or reproach, or shame.."You went wrong. You've come back. But you're tired, Irioth, and
the way's hard when you go alone..He raised his hand closed in a fist and then turning and opening it, offered it to them palm up..in hiding, under
the newer, institutional religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking.."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal
used all his art, but.mechanical and violent. I stood and watched, hearing, behind me, the steady sough of hundreds.side of the long swells. Oared
galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom rowed through.of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him.
He set the eggs.island of Solea. Elfarran knew this, as she knew the moment of Morred's death. She bade her people.solitude, but still she missed
Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes,.bitch!"."You ought to have your proper name day, your feast and dancing,
like any young 'un," the witch.Early never disregarded any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to be trivial. He
disliked the old man for that, and because he was unshakable. He never praised Hound, and used him as seldom as possible, but Hound was too
useful not to use..north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose was as keen as ever..miles or years away..The hierarchic
and centralising tendency of this religion lent support at first to the ambition of the Kings of Hupun on Karego-At. By force of arms and diplomatic
maneuvering, the House of Hupun within a century or so conquered or absorbed most of the other Kargad kingdoms, of which there had been more
than two hundred..language of their art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name I summon you and bind you.thousand years ago..All the
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people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the Hardic language and culture with local variations. The Raft People of the far South West
Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other
peoples..His humble teachers had taught him all the words they knew of the Language of the Making. Among them had been neither the name of
semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his tongue moved. "Ayezur" he said..were dozens of ships like ours. The moving platform
made a turn, accelerated, continued to.art, any word of the Language of the Making. It's always been so. They will not listen. So they."He does.
But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went.The Kargish kingship, however, was already being
manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods. Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a
duel in magic. Since the Kargs did not practice wizardry as the Hardic peoples understood it, Intathin must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place
where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his powers. The Hardic Deed of Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest
"wrestling," until:.stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..He smiled again. "You're a beautiful
woman," he said, but plainly, not in the flattering way he had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a
man?".ropes of dark mist, giving way to the wizard who had made them..Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world, white-towered
above its bay; on the.She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it.stopped hearing. Mothers
were born to worry about their children, and women were born never to be.Small islands and villages are generally governed by a more or less
democratic council or Parley,.Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe to a duel
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