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So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of
clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he
filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before
him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.As
fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and
burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves
with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them,
and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and
sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we
entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and
found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..It is said that, when the
Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to
the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who
stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and
going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their
sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an
exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit
and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"
rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who
presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ?
? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..65. The Loves of
the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered
her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he
consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged
between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I
marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the
vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give
herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on
the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I
have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present
herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more
than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death;
and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE
"TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my
slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an
exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting
him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from
my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and
she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ?
? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii.
275..We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it
up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the
bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then
she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The
noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon,
(112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not
ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By
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Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was
of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it;
wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance
advantaged us not.'.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the
Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their
treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other
than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she
was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!
Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the
people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the
end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Benou Tai, En
Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls
ccclxxxvii.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty
[bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in
her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the
youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they
might see what the king should do with him..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a
dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..Now the king had a
brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his
[supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king
was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him
the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but
that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou
Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,
donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him
and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.Woman, The Thief and the,
i. 278..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".?OF LOOKING TO THE
ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion,
and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said,
"O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And
why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for
this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn
said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.Then I took the present and a token of
service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of
Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said
he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have
seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a
throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in
two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace
of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold
and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he
proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj
(214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall
die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment
(215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and
practise] truth and right for themselves.'.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my
heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..So Aamir
took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said
to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a
stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then
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they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?"
Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir.
When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with
Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had
created nought else whereat to jeer?".Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain
said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead
have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are
gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear
no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service]
two parts [of the booty]..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came
forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her].
She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the
hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in
these verses:.?Story of King Bihkerd..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain,
where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had
with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the
darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel
grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little
nor much..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish
Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? q. The
Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my
looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou
looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.'
Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer,
"is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and
sore concern.".? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..So
he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou
satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks
and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou
drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art
the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from
thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the
Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us
[the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Now there accosted him once, on his day of
ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little
girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that
I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for
thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik
ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The
Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his
brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased;
wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt
have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am
thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than
mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.Quoth the cook,
'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee
somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and]
keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee
every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.'Twere fitter and better my loves
that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly
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lance incontinent he's slain..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of
mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed
upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!'
Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but
where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And
my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the
saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue
save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ?
? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in
to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother,
jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the
chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the
radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child
mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred
him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..When she heard their words,
in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then
quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that
they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and
stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and
kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to
thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards
the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!'
And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East
to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth
with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the
first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..Meanwhile, he
ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children;
and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that
they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the
utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor
sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and
loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him
and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in
this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the
other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of
my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a
day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the
session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe
with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and
said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and
glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on
columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all
manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed
it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of
alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the
folk of understanding and amazed the wit..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR
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OLD MAN..Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O
my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how
much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El
Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to
buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who
would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some
default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.'
'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a
thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said
to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen
to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Then he wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to
him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the Most High prolong
thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in caring for the
preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I
have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king with the letter and a
present..When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she
resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her
and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning
whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and
understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was
a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till
she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the
kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the
people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old
man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do
away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of
wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house,
and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto
this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou
wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a
dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to
him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the
king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O
youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O
king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure
stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to
the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?"
asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear
cold water and more sweet..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and
the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..The Twenty-Seventh
Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the
West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case
bewray..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..As they were thus in the enjoyment of
all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the
door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw
this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the
slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the
head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his
disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the
sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened
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not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii.
40..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which
he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came
forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of
women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles
perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which
time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little
eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et
Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst
contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I
know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,
"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me
beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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