
A Tramp Abroad

A TRAMP ABROAD
Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive

uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before

looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind.

The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded

Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any

reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of

loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the

invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli

Division..had been tossed and tangled by the moon dance, she might pass for a queen..The most interesting life-form was a species of apelike

creature that possessed certain feline characteristics. They inhabited a region in the north of Occidenia and were known as "monkeats," a name that

the infant Founders had coined when they saw the first views sent back by the Kuan-yin's reconnaissance probes many years ago. They were

omnivores that had evolved from pure carnivores, possessed a highly developed social order, and were beginning to experiment with the

manufacture of simple hand tools. The Chironians were interested observers of the monkeats, but for the most part tended not to interfere with them

unless attacked, which was now rare since the monkeats invariably got the worst of it. Other notable dangerous life-forms include the daskrends,

which Jay had already told Colman about, various poisonous reptiles and large insects that were concentrated mainly around southern Selene and

the isthmus connecting it to Terranova, though some kinds did spread as far as the Medichironian, a flying mammal found in Artemia which

possessed deadly talons and a ranged beak and would swoop down upon anything in sight, and a variety of catlike, doglike, and bearlike predators

that roamed across parts of all four continents to a greater or lesser degree..Chiron's surface had been formed through the same kind of tectonic

15rocesses as had shaped Earth's, and Chironian scientists had reconstructed most of its history of continental movements, mountain-building,

sedimentation, vulcanism, and erosion. Like Earth, it possessed a magnetic field which reversed itself periodically and which had written a coherent

story onto the moving seafloors as they spread outward and cooled from uplifts along oceanic ridges; the complicated tidal cycle induced by

Chiron's twin satellites had been unraveled to yield the story of previous epochs of periodic inundation by the oceans; and analysis of the planet's

seismic patterns had mapped its network of active transform faults and subduction zones, along which most of its volcanoes and earthquake belts

were located..Movement gives him confidence, and confidence is essential to maintaining a successful disguise..He would like to take a hot bath

and have time to heal, but he will have to settle for clean clothes.."It could still detach, even without Sterm".pale blue smoke and appear to stutter

on the pavement..that his heart was too compressed to contain the more expansive emotions..The dog sits up straighter and pricks her ears, as if to

say that she, too, is well informed about such.As he drove out of the market parking lot, Bobby said, "The congressman is zwieback.".Nevertheless,

Micky dreaded returning to Geneva's kitchen, where the girl waited. If Sinsemilla in all her.Geneva's voice wavered on God and broke on fool:

"Oh, God, what a blind stupid worthless fool I.police roadblock to stop traffic and provide an opportunity to steal from motorists. Therefore,

Curtis.the rich shade of pure-gold coins, fitting for a descendant of an old-money family that earned its fortune in.shivers, though unable entirely to

banish an inner chill..arm, its fangs bared on the back of his hand, its eyes bright with hatred. "But you ought to realize that.purpose, satisfaction.

Certainly not all of them. Maybe not most of them. But some of them..The FBI doesn't as a matter of habit open negotiations with gunplay, which

means the cowboys must.his in Congress, and that they might see more long-term profit in betraying her than in serving her honestly.No longer

panting, the dog slips past Curtis, brushing his leg. Evidently the dark room holds nothing.not exactly sure what perverts do, or why they do

whatever it is they do, but he knows that secretly.her skin with alcohol, and she made each cut only after much judicious consideration..different

reasons. Some serpents were more frightening than others: the specimens that didn't come in.Sterm studied his fingers for a moment and then

looked ' up. "Where direct military intervention is impractical or undesirable, control is usually exercised by restricting and controlling the

distribution of wealth," he said slowly. "Here, the traditional methods of accomplishing that would be difficult, if not impossible, to apply since the

term cannot be applied with its usual meaning. This society must have its pressure points, nevertheless. It is an advanced, high technology society;

ultimately its wealth must derive from its technical and industrial resources. That is where we should look for its vulnerable spots.".but fear for her

one good hand caused her to choose the nether end.."Isn't she a lot of fun," Kath agreed. "She's talking Casey into teaching her to be an architect.

She could do it too. She's an intelligent woman. Have you known her long?".During her short walk, the electrical service had come on again. The

wall clock glowed, but it displayed.magnificent, Ms. Donella.".the calm night had no breath to cool the summer soup.."They weren't," Jay

protested. "That was the first thing that we thought too, but we watched the other people in there and we talked to the robot that runs the place, and

he said that's what you do. They've got fusion plants and big, automatic factories down underground that produce everything anybody could want,

and it's all so cheap to make everything that nobody bothers charging . . . or something like that. I can't figure it out.".get full servings of 'em on

bigger plates, but your poor sweet sister, she got hers heaped high on a.Clem waved an arm casually without looking back. "Go ahead," he said.

"Can't see as you really need any, though. You're pretty safe up here. We don't get many burglars." Farnhill glanced helplessly at his aides, then
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braced himself and began leading the group after Clem while the Chironians parted to make way. The military deputation broke formation. to take

up the rear with Wesserman tossing back a curt "Carry on, Guard-Commander" in the direction of Sirocco.."I'm not in fourth grade," Leilani said,

pouring the warm beer into the sink. "We're twenty-first-century.deeply concerned. Worse than concerned. Grim. Maybe even bleak..society whose

natures would keep them hanging on to the end regardless. Above all there remained Borftein, who had nowhere else? to attach a loyalty that his

life had made compulsive. Borftein headed a force still formidable, its backbone virtually all of Stormbel's SD's. Because these elements needed to

believe, they allowed Kalens to convince them that the presence of Chironians inside Phoenix was the cause of everything that had gone wrong. If

the Chironians were ejected from the organism, health would be restored, the absented Terrans would return, normality would reign and prosper,

and the road to perfecting the dream would be free and unobstructed..Witch with a broomstick up your ass, witch bitch, diabolist, hag, flying down

out of the moon with my.motel, and the associated enterprises. Pickup trucks are favored over cars, and the few SUVs have a."Till they killed

him.".a million disguised as a research grant. Her own nonprofit corporation holds title to the property."."All set, except for springing Borftein and

Wellesley," Colman said. "Now that we've got Malloy, those two would make the whole thing cast-iron." He turned his head to Sirocco, who was

half listening but looking away across the room with a thoughtful expression on his face. "Had any more thoughts about that?" Colman asked.

Sirocco responded distantly, "Borftein and Wellesley."."Sinsemilla? That's a ...".- At that moment a local alarm sounded inside the command post.

Within seconds the sounds of men running to stations came from the passageways and stain to the rear. One of the duty crew was already flipping

switches to collect report summaries, and Chaurez got up to go to the outer observation room just as the Watch Officer appeared in the doorway

from the other side. "There are troops approaching the lock," the Watch Officer announced. "Regulars-thirty or more of them.".slippery thingy, not

a monster!".As Chaurez finished speaking, an indicator announced an incoming cal' from the Government Center. He accepted and found himself

looking at an Army captain with a large moustache. "Forward Security Command Post," Chaurez acknowledged..Other days, she might lie here

smiling, eyes shining with amusement, occasionally issuing a soft murmur."Oh, Mother's far too terribly smart to put any faith in Western

medicine. She relied on crystal.more tightly focus the beam, he enters..however, were the bashing of the side window, Noah's eruption from the

Chevy, and the gleeful capering."Are you sure, Tony? Paula asked. "You wouldn't want to bet on that, now, would you?" Paula turned her head to

smile slyly at her friend, Terry, also from the Mayflower L', who was watching from behind.." 'Strange lights in the sky,' " Micky quoted, " 'pale

green levitation beams that suck you right out of your.pane, as though showcased: visible above the waist, nude. Jonathan Sharmer, also nude,

loomed behind."Because she knows what she's talking about, right?" Bernard said.."It's not a story they'll hear from him. He says the ETs don't

want publicity. This isn't just alien modesty..The beer provided icy solace. "How do you stay so upbeat?".A currency was introduced and declared

the only recognized form of tender. All goods brought into Phoenix were subjected to a customs tariff equal to the difference between their

purchase cost and the prevailing price of Terran equivalents plus an import surcharge, which meant that what anybody saved in Franklin they paid

to the government on the way home. Terran manufacturers thus lost the advantage of free Chironian materials but gained a captive market, which

they needed desperately since their wares hadn't been selling well; and the market could be expected to grow substantially when the whole of

Franklin came to be annexed, which required no great perspicacity to see had to be not very much further down Kalens's list of things to bring

about. The Terran contractors and professionals were less fortunate and raised a howl of protest as Chironians continued cheerfully to fix showers,

teach classes, and polish teeth for nothing, and an additional bill had to be rushed through making it illegal for anyone to give his services away. In

response to this absurdity the skeptical Terran public became cynical and proceeded to deluge the courts, already brought to their knees by

Chironians queuing up in grinning lines of hundreds to be arrested, with a flood of lawsuits against anyone who gave anyone a helping hand with

anything, and a group of lawyers' wives staged their own protest by drawing up a list of fees for conjugal favors.."How's it coming along?" Pernak

asked..Lechat nodded. "It's amazing," he murmured.."I think it will he all fight if Kalens gets elected," Terry told them. "He said earlier tonight that

if the Chironians have started an army, it's probably a good thing because it'll save us the time and effort of having to show them how. What we

need to do is show them we're on their side and get our act together for when the Pagoda shows up." The EAF starship was designed differently

from the Mayflower II. To compensate for the forces of acceleration, it took the form of two clusters of slender pyramidal structures that hinged

about their apexes to open out and revolve about a central stem like the spokes of a partly open, two stage umbrella, for which reason it had earned

itself the nickname of the Flying Pagoda. Terry sipped her drink and looked around the table. "The guy's got it figured realistically. You see, there's

no need for a fight. What we have to do is turn them around our way and straighten their thinking out.".her practical survival advice? had been

passed from believer to believer, much the way that folk tales.THE SITUATION RESOLVED itself rapidly to leave Stormbel firmly in control of

the Military, and the Canaveral shuttle	base completely in Terran hands. Communications were restored by late afternoon, and some of the less

pressing matters that had been put off while the Army was on alert began to receive attention. Among these was the clearing out of the Kalens

residence and the removal of its more valuable contents to safer keeping. By dusk the driveway and parking areas around the house had

accumulated an assortment of air and ground vehicles involved with the work details. Nobody paid much attention to the military personnel carrier

that shouldn't have been there as it landed quietly on the grass just inside the trees by the rear parking area..Leilani said, "He comes from a family

of Ivy League academic snots. Nobody in that crowd has a.CHAPTER SIXTEEN."There's no need to look," Driscoll told him nonchalantly.

"You've got a pair of kings." Adam snorted and tossed his cards face up on the table to reveal the kings of hearts and spades and three odd
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cards..perhaps this was nothing more than a pretense of amusement, to cover her discomfort at how close.we're proud of them.".As Micky struck a

match to light the three candles in the center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained.He breaks out of a run into a fast walk, striving to quiet both his

footfalls and his breathing. Taking its.Nanook looked mildly surprised. "Sure. I thought you'd know about it. There are some people here from your

department to see Kath and a few Others.".With Sterm playing what was nominally the leading role, Stormbel could afford nothing that might be

seen as a concession of inferiority, which required his half of the machine to perform flawlessly, precisely, and in a way that was beyond criticism.

That was what made mistakes doubly intolerable at this particular time. But what made the whole thing completely baffling and all the snore

galling was that the escorts and their charge had not only checked in on time, but hid actually boarded the return shuttle-having passed safely

through all the riskier parts of the agenda-before vanishing without a trace. They had definitely boarded and taken their seats, and it had been only a

matter of minutes before lift-off when one of the flight-crew noticed that suddenly they weren't there-any of them. The SD guards at the boarding

gate had all known what Celia Kalens looked liked, and they had been under special instructions to watch for her, but none of them had seen her

when the escorts came out of the shuttle after somehow losing her; hid shortly after that, the escorts had disappeared into the base and were never

seen again. Nobody reme9b~red seeing.Curtis is "not quite right," as Burt Hooper put it, and Old Yeller is neither yellow nor male, nor."Yeah, I

heard that somewhere," Leilani replied, picking up her fork..The dog curls on the passenger's seat and lies with his chin on the console, eyes

glimmering with the."Regular comm channels are all down, to the ship everywhere. They have been for over an hour," Stanislau said. "Emergency

channels are restricted to priority military traffic." Colman threw the blankets aside, swung his legs out, and began pulling on his pants. "Strange

things happening everywhere," Stanislau told him, handing him his boots. "Lots of SDs arriving at the shuttle base, squads out inside Phoenix

arresting people, most of Company B has taken off.. . I don't know what it's all about."."In the Orderly Room. Hanlon got him up earlier..For a

moment, Micky perceived in their young visitor a quality that chilled her because it was like a view.reflected light of the radio readout..dresser,

dropping ice cubes in the glass. After uncapping the vodka, she hesitated before pouring. But.litter. With a soft rustle, a loosely crumpled wad of

paper twirls lazily across the pavement and comes to.Chapter 3.Kalens had evidently been working on the details for some time. He recovered the

support of the commercial lobby by proposing that Chironian "nursery-school economics" be excluded from the enclave, and won the professional

interests over with a plan to tie all exchanges of goods and services conducted within the boundary to a special issue of currency to be underwritten

by the Mayflower II's bank. The Chironians who lived and worked inside the prescribed limits would be free to come and go and to remain resident

if they desired, provided that they recognize and observe Terran law. If they did not, they would be subject to the same enforcement as anyone else.

If its integrity was threatened by disruptive external influences, the enclave would be defended as national territory..they clearly have developed

sufficient evidence to overcome all their doubts..81354?dc21         2001049952."Don't look directly. The old Chevy across the street.".He certainly

doesn?t have enough money to bribe an FBI agent, and by far the most of them can't be.Yet neither of this booted pair seems in the least interested

in the crumpled currency. Still without.She remembered an old short story that she'd read, "The Lady or the Tiger," in which a man was forced.The

noise grew hellish. Prone to headaches these days, Noah wanted nothing more than quiet and a pair."That's right." Bernard was surprised and felt a

little flattered. "I help look after the main drive systems.".After trembling against the boot toe, the five-dollar bill blows free . . . and twirls under

the truck.."I never said anything of the kind. The whole point is that they are no~ indiscriminate. That's precisely what a lot of people around here

won't get into their heads, and why they have nothing to be afraid of. The Chironians don't draw a line around a whole group of people and think

everyone inside it is the same. They haven't started hating every soldier because he happens to wear the same color coat as the bunch that's running

wild down there, and they won't start hating every Terran either. They don't think that way.".Leilani said, "This is great potato salad, Mrs. D.".we,

baby boy? And he always knew the answer to that one: No, we never panic. And she would say,.Cool..Everybody looked inquiringly at everybody

else, but there was apparently nothing more to be added for the moment. At last Colman rose to his feet. "Then I guess the sooner we get moving,

the more chance we'll have of figuring out all the angles." The others in the room got up by ones and twos from where they had been sitting.

Colman, Lechat, Bernard, and Celia gathered by the door in preparation to leave, while the others moved across to see them on their way, with

Veronica clinging to Celia's arm..want to make a life's work out of swabbing up puke and urine, but she could do what needed to be done."But you

saw where the paths led.".For a few seconds Bernard and lay were too stunned to say anything. "But... that's crazy," Bernard protested at last. "You

can't just let everybody go round shooting anyone they don't like."." Michelina Birdsong.".useful or when you wanted paramedics. If you were on

the road in unknown territory, you could pull."Never say you don't get anything back for your taxes." Colman was sitting next to her, grinning

faintly in the brief glow as one of the others lit a cigarette, But she had gone for so much of the day without speaking that she was unable to answer

immediately. His hand found her arm in the darkness and squeezed briefly but reassuringly. "It'll be okay," he murmured. 'We've fixed somewhere

safe for you to go, and you're all set to get out of Phoenix tonight. I'll be coming with you into Franklin?'."Let's see YOU overwrite it," Lechat

said..INSIDE THE LOCAL command post behind the Hexagon's armored bulkhead, Major Lesley of the Special Duty Force was still too stunned

by what he had heard to be capable of a coherent reaction for the moment. He stared at the companel where a screen showed a view from the

Columbia District, where the SD guard commander had entered the Communications Center under a truce flag some minutes previously to talk

with Borftein, and tried to separate the conflicting emotions in his head. Captain Jarvis, Lesley's adjutant officer, and Lieutenant Chaurez watched

in silence while around the command post the duty staff averted their eyes and occupied themselves with their own thoughts. His dilemma was not
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so much having to choose between conflicting orders for the first time in his life, for their order of precedence was plain enough and he had no duty

to serve somebody who had usurped rank and criminally abused the power of command, but deciding which side he wanted to be on. Though

Borftein was waving the credentials, Stormbel was holding the gun..Although everybody had been expecting the announcement, a tension had been

building as the room waited for the words that would confirm the expectations. Now that the words had been said, the tension released itself in a

ripple of murmurs accompanied by the rustle of papers, and the creaks of chain as bodies unfolded into easier postures..Michelle or Heather or

Courtney."."Who are they?" Jay asked as he sensed Colman's tensing up..Geneva hadn't said "little mouse" in fifteen years or longer. When Micky

heard this pet name, her throat.bribed, anyway. They aren't politicians, after all. If the National Security Agency also has operatives in.grove of

trees..Even disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and filthy flounce, Sinsemilla was.He's rapidly losing confidence.

Lacking adequate self-assurance, no fugitive can maintain a credible."Who are you?" he demanded. The formality had evaporated from his voice.

"Are you in authority here? If so, what are your rank and title?".These two are the enemy, not the clean-cut ordinary citizens whom they appear to

be. No doubt about.self-assurance, her wit, and her indomitable spirit made it hard to think of her as disabled, even now."No, no." Micky hesitated.

"Well, yes, that is what I'm doing. But I meant maybe you're talking around.your murderous stepfather, we're to believe you had a brother who was

abducted by aliens."."I trust we'll all stay friends and keep in touch," Eve said.."Oh, Mrs. D, I disagree. People dressing up in big weird animal suits

where you can't see their."Got any better ideas?" For once Swyley didn't. -.Laura was safe..large pointed horn to make the comparison

perfect..Pernak twisted his face through a few contortions, then sighed again. "I know. That crossed my mind too, but what is there to provoke any

real trouble? There may be one or two flareups before it's all over, but this state of affairs can't last." He shook his head. "We're convinced 'this is

the only way to go. We can't make other people's minds up for them, but they'll come round in their own time. Anything else would cause worse

problems."."Half of me," Leilani conceded, "might turn heads one day, but that's balanced by the fact that I'm a.her baroque conversational games.

In that spirit, Micky said, "I'm not sure amebas are asexual."."Exactly what I was thinking," Wellesley commented, nodding. "And you have to

remember that our own people are starting to get restless up here now that their fears have receded. After twenty years, we can't keep them cooped

up in the Mayflower II much longer without any obvious reason. They've got accommodations prepared by the space-base at Franklin. I'm inclined

to say we should start moving the first batches down. For all we know, the Chironian government may have gone into hiding because they're

nervous about our intentions. It might be a good way of enticing them to come out again.".the crop rows to a rail fence.."Let it go, Aunt Gen. I

have.".She turned on the shower, as well, but she didn't undress. Instead, she lowered the lid on the toilet and.off your ears with an electric carving

knife just to change the subject..the motherless boy and the ragtag dog huddle together. They are bonded by grievous loss and by a sharp.Colman

exhaled a long breath. He could see now why Celia had been scared, and why Sterm had kept her under constant watch. No doubt until he had

attended to the more pressing aspects of the unexpected opportunity that had presented itself..Aunt Gen didn't drink beer. Vernon had been dead for

eighteen years. Still, Geneva kept his favorite
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